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GENERAL INFO 

The adverb "hin" describes a movement away from the speaker. 

The adverb "her" describes movement towards the speaker. 

 

hin her 

 

 

 

 

 

                   Away from the speaker           Towards the speaker 

 

 

THE TWO VERSIONS 

The questions "woher?" and "wohin?" ask about the direction. 

They can be written together or separately. 

 

• „Wohin gehst du?“ – „Wo gehst du hin?“ //EN: Where do you go to? 

• „Woher kommst du?“ – „Wo kommst du her?“ //EN: Where do you come from? 

 

 

COMBINED WITH OTHER ADVERBS 

Using locative adverbs with "hin" or "her", we describe a specific direction towards or 

away from the speaker. 

 

Examples: Dahin, daher, dorthin, dorther, hierhin, hierher 

 

We cannot directly combine them with other adverbs. However, if you still want to 

express a direction, you can combine “hin” and “her” with verbs or prepositions. 
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COMBINED WITH VERBS 

"Hin" and "her" are often used as a prefix with a separable verb. 

This works with all verbs of motion. 

They then indicate the corresponding direction of the movement. 

• „Komm bitte her! Ich muss mit dir reden.“  

• „Geht bitte irgendwo anders hin! Ich brauche Ruhe!”  

 

COMBINED WITH A PREPOSITION AND A VERB 

To further specify the direction, we often combine them with prepositions. 

• „Anna kam ins Haus hinein und ging gleich wieder heraus.“ 

• „Ich will den Berg hinauflaufen und dann wieder herunterlaufen.“ 

• „Ich kann über die Mauer hinübersehen, aber auch er kann von der 

anderen Seite herübersehen.“ 
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