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IS GERMAN GRAMMAR EXPLAINED EASILY
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This lesson is about the German present tense, the “Présens” in general, focusing on
regular verbs. However, if you are looking for a detailed explanation about strong verbs

(the ones with vowel changes), check the lesson "Verbs L 4 - Strong Verbs."

POSSIBLE GERMAN VERB ENDINGS

All German verbs end in "-n" or "-en" in the infinitive form (basic form), all the irregular

verbs as well. No exceptions!
L 4

kaufen ‘ ¢

rennen f e
gehen 0 0 |
haben % V

sein

essen

... NO EXCEPTIONS ...

PRESENT TENSE — CONJUGATION ENDINGS

Person Ending Example English
1st Person Singular (ich) -e ich spiele | play
2nd Person Singular (du) -st du spielst you play
3rd Person Singular (er/sie/es) -t er spielt he plays
1st Person Plural (wir) -en wir spielen we play
2nd Person Plural (ihr) - inr spielt you play
3rd Person Plural / Formal (sie/Sie) -en sie spielen they play

CONJUGATION OF “STRONG" VERBS IN PRESENT TENSE

What are “strong” verbs? We call a verb "strong" if there is a vowel change (a,e,i,o,u)

when it's conjugated. Verbs without vowel changes (= the 100% regular ones) are

called "weak" verbs.
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When talking about "irregular verbs", | (and most teachers) do NOT include strong verbs
because the endings are REGULAR. The only irregularity is the vowel change.

The vowel change only occurs in the 2nd and 39 person singular and follows clear rules.

All other forms are 100% regular.

The vowel change is always from "e" to "ie" or "i" OR from "a" to "a@".

The vowels "", "o" and "u" will never change. Only "e" and "a" can change.

e — ei e—i a—a
sehen helfen fahren
ich sehe ich helfe ich fahre
du siehst du hilfst du fahrst

er/sie/es sieht

er/sie/es hilft

er/sie/es fahrt

wir sehen

wir helfen

wir fahren

inr seht

inr helft

inr fahrt

sie/Sie sehen

sie/Sie helfen

sie/Sie fahren

CONJUGATION: IRREGULAR / SPECIAL VERBS

Unfortunately, some verbs do not adhere to any rule. But these verbs are rare in
German.

For example: except "sein” (= to be), the plural of ALL verbs is 100% reqular.

Three examples of irregular verbs:

sein haben werden
ich bin ich habe ich werde
du bist du hast du wirst

er/sie/es ist

er/sie/es hat

er/sie/es wird

wir sind wir haben wir werden
inr seid ihr habt inr werdet
sie/Sie sind sie/Sie haben sie/Sie werden

SPECIAL FEATURES
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Verb Stems Ending In "-d" or "-t"

If the verb stem ends in "-d" or "-t", place an "e" before the endings "-st" and "-1".

arbeiten: "du arbeitest", "er arbeitet", "ihr arbeitet"

streiten: "du streitest”, "er streitet", "ihr streitet"

Exception: vowel change (seldom)

laden: "du ladst", "er ladt", "ihr ladet"

halten: "du hdltst", "er hdlt", "ihr haltet"

Verb Stems Ending In “s”, “B", “x", or "z"

If the verb stem ends in "-s", "-B", "-x" or "-z" omit the "s" from the ending in the 2nd

person Singular.

heiBen: "du heiBt" (wrong: du heiBst)

tanzen: "du tanzt" (wrong: du tanzst)

Verbs Ending In "-eln/-ern"

For the (rare) verbs that end in "-eln/-ern”, ONLY the "n" is the ending, and therefore only

the “n"” must be omitted.

— In the 1st and the 3@ person plural, we add only an "-n".

For verbs that end in “-eln”, the “e” in front of the “I" is omitted in the 1sf person singular.

Person "-eln" - Ending "-ern" - Ending
ich sammle wandere
du sammelst wanderst

er/sie/es sammelt wandert
wir sammeln wandern
ihr sammelt wandert
sie/Sie sammeln wandern

GENERAL EXAMPLES

»lch gehe nach Hause."
,,DuU rennst sehr schnell."
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* ,Erschreibt einen Brief."

* ,,Sie kommt spater.*

* ,Esstehtim Garten."

* ,,Wir sehen dich morgen."
e, lhr streitet immer."

* . Siereden viel."

SUMMARY

*  All German verbs end in "-n" or "-en".

* We have to use the ending that corresponds to the person we are talking
to/about.

* Some verb stems require an extra "e".

* We omit the "s" of "st" if the stem ends in"s", "B", "X", or"z".

* If averb endsin"-eln" or "-er", the ending is only the "-n".
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MASTER GERMAN GRAMMARI
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GERMAN GRAMMAR?
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e Improve your German language skills, speak better German and take
the next step in life.
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e 14-day money-back guarantee
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